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Report No: 
Meeting Date: 

Alameda-Contra Costa Transit District 

STAFF REPORT 
TO: External Affairs Committee 

AC Transit Board of Directors 

FROM: David J. Armijo, General Manager 

SUBJECT: Monthly Legislative Report 

ACTION ITEM 

RECOMMENDED ACTION(S): 

Consider recommending receipt of the monthly legislative report. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

14-182 
July 23, 2014 

Legislation has been introduced to shore up the Highway Trust Fund by Senator Wyden through 
December 31, 2014. 

The California Legislature has recessed for the summer and will return in August. 

The clean-up bill for the Cap & Trade regulations, SB 862, is currently being negotiated to 
provide the opportunity for public transit to participate in the Transit & Intercity Rail Program. 

There are no staff recommendations on proposed legislation at this time. 

BUDGETARY/FISCAL IMPACT: 

There is no budgetary or fiscal impact associated with this report. 

BACKGROUND/RATIONALE: 

Federal Legislation Update 

Senator Ron Wyden (D-ORL the chair of the Senate Finance Committee, introduced the 

"Preserving America's Transit and Highways Act of 2014" -the PATH Act, a bill which would 

transfer $9 Billion (a subsequent version reduces it to $8 Billion based on updated CBO 

estimates) from the General Fund to the Highway Trust Fund to ensure its solvency through 

December 31, 2014. The transferred funds would be "paid for" by a variety of sources. 

Wyden's initial plan included only one transportation-related "pay for", an increase in the 

heavy vehicle use tax, but that proposal was later dropped. Wyden had hoped to act on the bill 

in committee, but the ranking Republican, Senator Orrin Hatch (R-UT) strongly opposed the 

plan, primarily because of the offsets. Wyden agreed to pull the bill and work with the 

Republicans to come up with a bi-partisan plan. Senator Barbara Boxer (D-CA), chair of the 



138

Report No. 14-182 
Page 2 of2 

Senate EPW Committee indicated her support for Wyden's bill despite her strong desire to 

avoid short-term fixes in favor of a longer term approach, such asS. 2322, the six-year MAP-21 

reauthorization bill she recently moved through her committee. 

State Legislation Update 

The promised clean-up bill to SB 862 (Cap & Trade Bill) has yet to be revealed because 

negotiations continue on stickier issues like net-metering and forestry projects. Commitments 

have been made to amend the Transit & Intercity Rail Program to clarify that bus projects and 

bus operators can apply for these funds. As currently drafted, AC Transit is not eligible to apply 

based on the definition in SB 862. Amendments have been circulated to correct this oversight, 

as well as clarify that bus projects are eligible. Currently there is agreement on these changes, 

but negotiations on unrelated areas must be resolved before moving forward with the clean-up 

bill. 

2) Legislative Matrix 

Refer to Attachment 3 for the legislative matrix from Platinum Advisors. The matrix lists Board 
positions. 

ADVANTAGES/DISADVANTAGES: 

This report is being provided to inform the Board of monthly legislative activities. This provides 
clear direction to legislators, and other bodies, of AC Transit's positions. 

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: 

This report provides an update of monthly legislative activities. AC Transit could opt to defer 
from legislative positions and operate without making its positions known, leaving the District 
vulnerable to unfavorable legislation. 

PRIOR RELEVANT BOARD ACTIONS/POLICIES: 

Staff Report 14- 028: 2014 Federal and State Legislative Advocacy Programs 

ATTACHMENTS: 

1: Federal Update from VanScoyoc Associates 
2: State Legislative Report from Platinum Advisors 
3: State Legislative Matrix 
4: FY 2014 Federal Advocacy Program 
5: FY 2014 State Advocacy Program 

Department Head Approval: Dennis W. Butler, Chief Planning & Development Officer 
Prepared by: Beverly Greene, Director of Legislative Affairs & Community Relations 
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Steven 0. Palmer, Vice President 
Dan Neumann, Director 
David Haines, Manager 

This Week 

VANSCOYOC 
A S S 0 C I A T E S 

Transportation Update 
June 30,2014 

SR 14-182: Attachment 1 

The House and Senate are both out of session this week for the Independence Day Recess. They will 
reconvene on Monday, July 7. 

Last Week 

Hearing: Canine Teams and Transportation Security. On June 24, the House Homeland Security 
Committee's Subcommittee on Transportation Security held a hearing on "Utilizing Canine Teams to 
Detect Explosives and Mitigate Threats." The hearing focused on TSA's use of canine teams for 
screening of passengers, baggage, and air cargo. 

Senate 

Markup: DHS Appropriations. On June 26, the full Senate Appropriations Committee approved its 
FY 2015 appropriations bill for the Department of Homeland Security, which includes TSA and 
Customs and Border Protection. The House Appropriations Committee approved its FY 20 15 
Homeland Security appropriations bill on June ll. 

Hearing: NextGen Implementation. On June 25, the Aviation Subcommittee of the Senate 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation held a hearing entitled "NextGen: A Review 
of Progress, Challenges, and Opportunities." The hearing assessed FAA's progress towards 
implementing NextGen, and the further steps the agency will need to complete the implementation in 
a timely manner, as well as management and funding obstacles that might hinder FAA's progress in 
implementing NextGen. 

Hearing: Travel and Tourism. On June 26, the Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation's Subcommittee on Tourism, Competitiveness, and Innovation held a hearing entitled 
"The State of U.S. Travel and Tourism: Government Efforts to Attract l 00 Million Visitors 
Annually." The hearing examined the federal government's role in efforts to support the U.S. travel 
and tourism industry as well as the success of Brand USA, a public-private corporation charged with 
promoting travel in the U.S. One of the major topics of discussion at the hearing was the issue of 
long wait times at U.S. airports for travelers arriving on international flights, and potential solutions 
for shortening these wait times. 
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Legislation: Highway Trust Fund. Last week, Chairman Ron Wyden (D-OR) introduced legislation 
that would maintain solvency of the Highway Trust Fund through December 31,2014. Known as the 
Preserving America's Transit and Highways (PATH) Act, this bill would fund the Trust Fund mostly 
through strengthening compliance with existing tax laws, not through the imposition of new fees or 
taxes. The Committee plans to markup the legislation during the week of July 7. 

White House 

Nomination: NTSB Chairman. Last week, the White House nominated Chris Hart to be the next 
Chairman of the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB). Mr. Hart is currently the Vice
Chairman and has served on the Board since 2008. 

Government Accountability Office 

Report: Transportation Security Information Sharing. On June 24, GAO issued a report on 
Transportation Security Information Sharing. The report measured stakeholder satisfaction with 
TSA's security-related products and mechanisms across all modes of transportation. In general, 
public transit and pipeline stakeholders were the most satisfied (about 80% of respondents satisfied), 
while aviation, highway, and rail stakeholders were considerably less satisfied (about 60% of 
respondents satisfied). 

Report: Rural and Tribal Transit. On June 24, GAO issued a report on the FTA's grant program for 
rural and tribal transit providers. In conducting the study, GAO spoke with 30 rural and tribal transit 
providers about the challenges they face and the importance offederal funding to their operations. 

Report: FM's Safety Management System. On June 25, GAO issued a report on the FAA's 
implementation of its Safety Management System (SMS). SMS is an approach to collect and analyze 
safety data to identify hazards, manage risks, and take corrective action before an accident occurs. 
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July 1, 2014 

TO: Director Greg Harper, President, and 
Members of the Board 

David J. Armijo, General Manager 

Beverly Greene, Director, Community Relations & Legislative Affairs 

FR: Steve Wallauch 
Platinum Advisors 

RE: Legislative Update 

SR 14-182: Attachment 2 

Summer recess begins upon adjournment on Thursday. The Legislature leaves town and will 
not return until August 4th. While coming weeks will be slow, the last couple of weeks was a 
flurry of policy committee hearings lasting late into the evenings in an effort to meet the policy 
committee deadline on June 27th. The summer recess will, however, be filled with negotiations 
on the water bond and proposals mandating regulations of groundwater supplies. We will also 
likely see the initial hearings on the development of various cap & trade program guidelines. 
Once the Legislature returns, we will face the fiscal committee deadline whereby all bills must 
be out of the Appropriations Committees on August 16th. The Legislature will then adjourn the 
2013-14 session by midnight on August 315

t. 

SB 862 Clean-up: The promised clean-up bill to SB 862 (Cap & Trade Bill) has yet to be revealed 
because negotiations continue on stickier issues like net-metering and forestry projects. 
Commitments have been made to amend the Transit & Intercity Rail Program to clarify that bus 
projects and bus operators can apply for these funds. As currently drafted, AC Transit is not 
eligible to apply based on the definition in SB 862. Amendments have been circulated to 
correct this oversight, as well as clarify that bus projects are eligible. Currently there is 
agreement on these changes, but negotiations on unrelated areas must be resolved before 
moving forward with the clean-up bill. 

There are also potential clean-up changes for the Low Carbon Transit Operations Program, but 
these changes might be addressed through a letter to the Journal explaining the Legislature's 
intent. The issue is with the development of guidelines for this program. Under the Transit & 
Intercity Rail Capital Program the statute includes specific requirements for public hearings and 

1 
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to provide 30 day public review of draft guidelines. These requirements are not specified in the 
Transit Operations Program. However, it is the intent of CaiSTA and Caltrans to follow the same 
public comment and hearing process. 

Guidelines: With the singing of SB 862, we now await the start of the guideline development 
process. SB 862 requires the development of guidelines for numerous components of the 
expenditure plan. This includes guidelines for the Transit & Intercity Rail Capital Program, the 
Low Carbon Transit Operations Program, and the Affordable Housing & Sustainable Community 
Program among others. The following is a brief summary of the guidelines to be developed in 
the coming months: 

• Quantification- The Air Resources Board is charged with developing guidelines for state 
agencies that receive cap & trade funds to follow on the information that must be 
submitted to quantify how the AB 32 goals are being met. 

• Disadvantaged Communities- SB 862 requires Cal EPA to hold at least one public 
workshop prior to finalizing its identification of disadvantaged communities. SB 862 also 
directs CARB and CaiEPA to develop guidelines on how to maximize the benefits to 
disadvantaged communities. The identification process will rely on the CaiEnviroscreen 
process, which currently does not adequately identify the disadvantage communities in 
the Bay Area. Participating in the workshop will be critical to try to adjust the screening 
process to address cost of living and other unique factors in the Bay Area. 

• Transit & Intercity Rail Capital Program- SB 862 directs CaiSTA to hold at least two 
public workshops on the draft guidelines. The draft guidelines must be available on 
CaiSTA's website at least 30 days prior to the first workshop. This Program includes a 
disadvantage community benefit goal of 25%. 

• Low Carbon Transit Operations- SB 862 specifies that each transit operator's share of 
these funds will be determined by the STA formula; however, receipt of these funds will 
require a determination made by Caltrans, in coordination with CARB, that the use of 
the funds meet the requirements specified in the guidelines. Caltrans in coordination 
with CARB is directed to develop guidelines that specify the methodology used by 
transit operators to illustrate that the use of the funds meet the following requirements: 

1. Expenditures support new or expanded bus or rail services, or expanded 
intermodal transit facilities, and may include equipment acquisition, 
fueling, and maintenance, and other costs to operate those services or 
facilities. 

2. Demonstrates that each expenditure directly enhances or expands transit 
service to increase mode share. 

3. Demonstrates that each expenditure reduces greenhouse gas emissions. 
4. For transit agencies whose service areas include disadvantaged 

communities at least 50 percent of the total moneys received pursuant 
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to this chapter shall be expended on projects or services that benefit the 
disadvantaged communities. 

As previously mentioned the statute does not specify a public review and comment 
process for the development of the Low Carbon Transit Operations Program guidelines. 
However, CaiSTA and Caltrans have made a commitment to follow the same public 
review process specified in the Transit & Intercity Rail Capital Program. A letter to the 
Senate and Assembly Journal is being considered to underscore this intent. 

• Affordable Housing & Sustainable Communities Program- SB 863 directs the Strategic 
Growth Council to administer this program and develop guidelines and project selection 
criteria. Similar to the Capital Program, the SGC is required to hold at least two public 
workshops, one in northern California and one in southern California, and provide the 
draft guidelines 30 days prior to the first workshop. In addition, the statute specifies 
that the SGC shall consider the comments from local governments and other 
stakeholders, as well as conduct outreach to disadvantage communities. Under this 
program there is a goal of expending 50% of the funds on projects benefiting 
disadvantaged communities. 

Strategic Growth Council: The SGC has scheduled a meeting for July 10'h to begin the process 
of developing the guidelines for the Affordable Housing & Sustainable Communities Program. 
Transit capital projects and programs are an eligible expense for these funds. 

The agenda includes an overview of SB 862, and an action item to commence the process for 
developing the draft guidelines. The proposal is for the Department of Housing & Community 
Development to take the lead on drafting the guidelines for the housing, transportation and 
infrastructure components of the program because the of the Departments experience with 
administering the Prop 1C Transit Oriented Development and lnfill programs. The agricultural 
lands preservation component of this program would be developed by the Natural Resources 
Agency. 

Delay Inclusion of Fuels: A group of 16 Assembly members signed a letter to CARB Chair, Mary 
Nichols, urging the Board to delay including transportation fuels in the cap & trade auction. The 
signatories include East Bay Assembly members Susan Bonilla, Joan Buchanan, and Jim Frazier. 
Beginning next year, transportation fuels will be included in the cap & trade auction limits. This 
will result in higher fuel prices ranging from 15 cents to over 20 cents per gallon. The letter 
does not provide an alternative plan other than point out that CARB is not mandated to 
generate revenue through the auction and it could give away these credits. 

AQIP: The California Air Resources Board adopted the 2014-15 Air Quality Improvement 
Program (AQIP) last week. This expenditure plan outlines how CARB plans to spend the $200 
million in cap & trade auction revenue that was appropriated in the budget, and it will be used 
as the basis for future cap & trade allocations. As specified in SB 863 future allocations for this 
program will be subject annual appropriations from the 40% of cap & trade funds set aside for 

3 



144

various state programs. While the bulk of the funds in the AQIP plan are dedicated to the Clean 
Vehicle Rebate Program, $85 million is dedicated to advancing zero and near-zero emission 
truck and bus programs. This includes $20-25 million for large scale pilot projects for zero 
emission technologies for the freight and transit sectors. Workshops on this program are 
expected in the coming months. 

November Ballot: Last week was the deadline for initiatives to qualify for the November ballot. 
Including the measures placed on the ballot by the legislature, the following six propositions 
will appear on the November ballot. 

• Proposition 43: Safe, Clean, and Reliable Drinking Water Supply Act of 2012- This $11 
billion water bond measure will be replaced or moved to 2016. 

• Proposition 44: ACA 1 -This is the new Rainey Day Fund proposal. 

• Proposition 45: Approval of Health care Insurance Rate Changes- This proposal would 
give the state insurance commissioner greater authority to regulate health insurance 
rates. 

• Proposition 46: Drug and Alcohol Testing of Doctors/Medica/ Negligence lawsuits- This 
proposal would raise the cap on medical malpractice damages and require drug testing 
of doctors. 

• Proposition 47: Criminal Sentences. Misdemeanor Penalties- This proposal would 
reform criminal sentences to lower to misdemeanors certain crimes such as minor drug 
possession and petty theft. 

• Proposition 48: Overturn Indian Gaming Compacts- This referendum seeks to overturn 
two gaming compacts approved by the Legislature and the Governor last year. 

There is still time for the Legislature to amend the statutory deadlines and place additional 
measures on the ballot. This includes a new water bond proposal, a possible school bond, and 
a Constitutional amendment to allow the Senate or Assembly to suspend a member without 
pay. 

4 
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SR 14-182: Attachment 3 

July 1, 2014 

Dead Bills: Several of the bills below are marked "DEAD" because they have failed to meet the hearing deadlines. While 
waiving the rules for any of these dead bills is always possible, it is unlikely. 

Table 1: Board Action Positions 

Bills Subject Status Position 

AB 1720 fl\B 1720 was unanimously approved by the SENATE FLOOR- f\C Transit - Support 
(Bloom D) ~enate Committee on Transportation & Housing. Consent Calendar 
Vehicles: bus It now moves to the Senate Floor before moving 
gross weight. o the Governor's desk. 

lfhis bill would extend the sunset date for the bus 
axle weight exemption by one year from January 
1, 2015 to January 1, 2016. This bill would also 
likely be used to implement any agreement 
reached this year on the axle weight issue. 

AB 2445 ~B 2445 has been signed into law. Signed Into Law lAC Transit - Support 
(Chau D) 
Community ~his bill makes clarifying changes in existing law Chapter #63, Statutes 
colleges: o allow a community college district to impose a of 2014 
ra nsportation ee approved by the students for transportation 

fees.contracts. services on a campus by campus basis. Some 
believe existing law limits the approval of the fee 
o a district wide vote. 

AB 2707 This bill was unanimously approved by the !ASSEMBLY FLOOR- AC Transit - Support 
(Chau D) Senate. AB 2707 authorizes any transit operator Concurrence in 
Vehicles: length o utilize bicycle racks that can accommodate 3 Senate Amendment 
limitations: bicycles. 
buses: bicycle 
transportation Specifically, the bill would allow transit buses of 
devices. no more than 40 feet in length to be equipped 

with a front-mounted bicycle rack that extends up 
o 40 inches from the front body of the bus when 
ully deployed rather than the 36 inches allowed 

under current law, and limits the handlebars of a 
bicycle that is being transported on such a rack 

1 
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Bills Subject Status Position 

rom extending more than 46 inches from the 
ront of the bus rather than the 42 inches allowed 

under current law. 

ID ~B 1 would create a new form of tax increment oenate Floor- AC Transit - Support 
(Steinberg D) inancing that would allow local governments to Inactive File 
Sustainable ~reate a Sustainable Communities Investment 
Communities ~uthority to finance specified activities within a 
Investment ~ustainable communities investment area. 
Authority. 

~he Governor's Office asked the authors' ofthe 
~arious tax increment measures to hold-off 
~ending these bills to his desk last year. With the 
Governor's IFD proposal released as part ofthe 
budget, negotiations over the structure of a new 
~ax increment financing proposal will heat-up 
during the budget process. 

~ ~B 11 originally proposed to extend the deadlines ~SSEMBLY TRANSP. AC Transit - Support 
(Pavley D) and make the same changes in AB 8. SB 11 was 
Alternative fuel amended to address chaptering out issues with 
and vehicle ~B 8, but analogous amendments were not 
echnologies: amended into AB 8. Rather than send both bills 

funding l'o the Governor, it was decided to send only AB 8. 
programs. ~B 11 is now a two year bill, and will likely be 

used for another purpose. 

SB 1236 ~B 1236 was unanimously approved by the ASSEMBLY FLOOR AC Transit- Support 
(Monning't>) ~ssembly Appropriations Committee. 
~ransit districts: 
~ransit offenses ~B 1236 would authorize the governing board of a 
and ransit district to designate district employees, 
enforcement. except as specified, or security officers contracted 

by the district, to enforce state laws relative to 
certain prohibited acts on or in public 
ransportation systems or on the property, 

<acilities, or vehicles of a transit district, if the 
employees or officers satisfy specified training 
requirements. 

The bill would also make it an infraction to 
knowingly give false information to an 
enforcement officer or otherwise obstruct the 
issuance of a citation. 

SCA4 SCA 4 is in the Senate Committee on ~ENATE APPRS ~C Transit- Support 
(Liu D) Appropriations. Constitutional amendments are 

2 
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Bills Subject Status Position 

local exempt for the House of Origin deadline. 
government ~his measure would amend the Constitution to 
ransportation lower the voter approval threshold to 55% for the 

projects: special imposition, extension, or renewal of a local tax fo 
axes: voter 

approval. 
~ransportation projects. 

SCAB f5CA 8 is in the Senate Committee on SENATE APPRS f.c Transit -Support 
(Corbett D) f,ppropriations. Constitutional amendments are 
Transportation exempt for the House of Origin deadline. 
projects: special 
axes: voter ~CA 8 is another measure that would amend the 

approval. Constitution to lower the voter approval 
hreshold to 55% for the imposition, extension, or 

renewal of a local tax for transportation projects. 

SCAll ~CA 11 is in the Senate Committee on SENATE APPRS AC Transit -Support 
(Hancock D) ~ppropriations. SCA 11 is an "umbrella measure" 
local on lowering the voter threshold from 2/3 to 55% 
government: ~or local sales taxes and parcel taxes. This 
special taxes: measure would lower the vote threshold for any 
voter approval. purpose. 

Table 2· Board Watch Positions 

Bills Subject Status Position 

AB 1684 ~B 1684 was recently amended to authorize the ASSEMBLY TRANS-- AC Transit - Watch 
(Chavez R) North County Transit District to use the longer DEAD 
~ehicles: length hree position bicycle racks. 
limitations: 
buses: bicycle 
~ransportation 

devices. 

~ SB 33 is the reintroduction of SB 214 from last ASSEMBLY FLOOR- AC Transit- Watch 
(Wolk D) session. SB 214 along with SB 1156 and AB 2144 Inactive File 
Infrastructure ~ere all vetoed by the Governor. 
financing Two-Year Bill 
districts: voter While SB 1 makes changes based on existing 
approval: repeal. redevelop law, SB 33 would create a new tax 

increment financing structure based on 
Infrastructure Financing District (IFD) law. 

SB 33 would eliminate the vote requirement to 
create an IFD and expands the type of projects an 
IFD may fund. The bill also specifies the 
composition ofthe IFD governing board. 

SB 556 Previously SB 556 would prohibit Assembly Floor-- AC Transit -Watch 
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Bills Subject Status Position 

(Corbett D) nongovernmental person or entity contracting Inactive File 
Agency: with a public agency from displaying a seal or 
ostensible: emblem of that public agency on a uniform or Two-Year Bill 
nongovernmental vehicle unless a disclosure statement is also 
entities. conspicuously displayed identifying the uniform 

wearer or vehicle operator as not a government 
employee. 

~B 566 was amended on September 4th to limit 
he application of the disclosure requirements to 

contracts dealing with public health or safety 
services. The bill no longer applies to any transit 
service contracts. 

SB 1122 ~B 1122 was approved by the Senate Committee SENATE APPR {\C Transit- Watch 
(Pavley D) on Environmental Quality. 
Sustainable ~B 1122 creates two funding programs. One for 

Held on Suspense File 
communities: 

~he Strategic Growth Counsel to administer grants 
--DEAD 

Strategic Growth 
~o local agencies for implementing sustainable 

Council. communities and other greenhouse gas reduction 
plans. The second pot of funds would be 
allocated to MPOs on a per capita basis to be 
used for competitive grants for projects within 
~he region. The regional grants would be 
awarded pursuant to guidelines adopted by the 
~trategic Growth Council. The bill lists the types 
of eligible projects for the regional funds, which 
include funding for public transportation 
pperations, maintenance, and capital costs. 

SB 1204 SB 1204 was approved with bipartisan support by ASSEMBLY APPR ~C Transit -Watch 
(Lara D) he Assembly Committee on Transportation. 
California Clean 
h"ruck, Bus, and This bill creates a California Clean Truck, Bus, and 
Off-Road Vehicle Off-Road Vehicle and Equipment Technology 
and Equipment Program. The purpose of this bill is to use cap & 
~echnology rade auction revenue to fund the development, 
Program. demonstration, and commercial deployment of 

zero- and near-zero-emission truck, bus, and off-
road vehicle. In particular this bill would create 
large scale zero emission bus demonstration 
program aimed at making zero emission bus 
echnology commercially available. 

4 
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Chaptered or Dead Bills 
Bills Subject Status Position 

~ ~lternative fuel and vehicle technologies: funding Signed Into Law ~C Transit- Support 
(Perea D) programs. Chapter #401 

AB 160 California Public Employees' Pension Reform Act DEAD ~C Transit -Watch 
(Alejo D) of 2013: exceptions. 

AB 179 Public transit: electronic transit fare collection Signed Into Law ~C Transit -Watch 
(Bocanegra D) systems: disclosure of personal information. Chapter #375 

AB206 Bicycle transportation devices. Signed Into Law AC Transit -Support 
(Dickinson D) Chapter #95 

~B210 rrransactions and use taxes: County of Alameda. ~ign ed Into Law AC Transit -Support 
(Wieckowski D) Chapter #194 

AB431 County Employees Retirement Law of 1937: DEAD ~C Transit -Watch 
(Mullin D) ederallaw compliance 

AB 730 Monterey-Salinas Transit District. Signed Into Law AC Transit -Watch 
(Alejo D) Chapter #394 

AB574 California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006: DEAD AC Transit- Support 
(Lowenthal D) Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund: sustainable 

communities strategies. 

AB 1002 Vehicles: registration fee: sustainable DEAD AC Transit- Watch 
(Bloom D) communities strategies. 

AB 1051 Housing DEAD AC Transit- Watch 
(Bocanegra D) 

AB 1222 Public employees' retirement: collective bargaining: Signed Into Law AC Transit: SUPPORT 
(Bloom D) transit workers: transportation. Chapter #527 

AB 1290 ransportation planning. Vetoed AC Transit- Watch 
(John A. Perez D) 
SB 13 Public employees' retirement benefits. Signed Into Law AC Transit -Watch 
(Beall D) Chapter #528 

SB 142 Public transit Signed Into Law ~C Transit- Support 
(DeSaulnier D) Chapter #655 

SB 791 Motor vehicle fuel tax: rate adjustment DEAD AC Transit: Oppose 
(WJIIand R) 
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SR 14-182 Attachment 4 

2014 Federal Advocac Program 

Funding 

• FY 2014 Grant Opportunities- Secure federal funds for key capital projects and 
support funding for 2014 Project Priorities for: 

o East Bay BRT Improvements within the Small Starts Program and other 
programs 

o AC Transit's Intelligent Transportation and Communication System upgrades 
o Bus lifting equipment program 

o Rehabilitation of aging facilities 

• Advocate for supplemental funding through the Federal Transit Administration to 
offset rising operating costs without jeopardizing total funding available for capital 
projects. 

• Support funding for the Transbay Terminal. 

• SupporUseek additional funding for lifeline services including, but not limited to 
services for access to work, school or medical facilities. 

• Support efforts to rescind the planned across-the-board cuts to all federal programs, 
called "Sequestration," as enacted under the Budget Control Act of 2011 . Such cuts 
would reduce funding for the Small Starts Program, which could impact the East Bay 
BRT project schedule. 

Transportation Authorization Principles 

• Support efforts to increase the gas tax or to increase other revenues to replenish 
and sustain long-term growth of the Highway Trust Fund/Mass Transit Account. 

• Support transportation authorization reform that emphasizes greater funding levels 
to urban mass transit systems, and oppose efforts to reduce spending on transit 
formula programs. 

• Support FTA and Congressional efforts to make State of Good Repair for transit bus 
systems a strategic priority. 

Page 11 
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• Support broad funding eligibility for BRT projects in federal transit programs, 
including New Starts and Small Starts programs, 

• Seek revisions to the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) grandfather clause 
that supports the direct representation of transit properties on local transportation 
policy boards. 

Other Advocacy 

• Advocate for transit-supportive legislation that mitigates global warming and/or calls 
for environmental stewardship and related funding. 

• Support funding and coordination between Health and Human Service (HHS) 
agencies and other transportation agencies to provide services to HHS clients. 

• Support modal parity in the commute tax benefits. 

• Support legislation that relieves the fiscal burden of mandatory regulations. 

J.l a g c 12 
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SR 14-182 Attachment 5 

T~/11..57T 

2014 State Advocacy Program 

Funding 

• Support efforts to implement the Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century Act 
(MAP-21) and future transportation authorizations that at least maintains funding level 
for mass transit projects and programs for bus operators in the Bay Area. 

• Support the development and implementation of an expenditure plan for AB 32 cap and 
trade revenue that provides an equitable investment in mass transit capital 
improvements, operations, and infill/transit oriented development. 

• Support efforts that create new sources of operating funds with equitable distribution to 
reflect urban transit needs. 

• Support efforts to sustain existing transit revenues. 

• Support efforts that would exempt public transit providers from state sales tax. 

• Support efforts to provide funding for lifeline services including, but not limited to, 
services for access to work, school or medical facilities. 

• Support local ability to increase fees and gas taxes to be used for local mass transit 
purposes. 

• Support legislation and programs that would provide funding to offset the costs of 
global warming initiatives, clean air and clean fuels and implementation of AC Transit's 
Climate Action Plan. 

• Seek funding to support and promote Bus Rapid Transit projects. 

• Support congestion pricing strategies and legislation that provide an equitable multi
modal distribution of generated revenues. 

• Support legislative or administrative action to remove State barriers so that Medicaid 
transportation funds can be used for public transit services, including ADA paratransit 
services. 

• Support funding and coordination between Health and Human Service (HHS) agencies 
and other transportation agencies to provide services to HHS clients. 

Page 11 
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• Support legislation and programs that would provide funding for employee benefits 
programs. 

• Support funding initiatives that relieve the fiscal burden of mandatory regulations. 

Equipment and Operations 

• Support legislation or administrative action that would direct Caltrans to establish and 
maintain HOV lanes on state highway routes and to improve existing HOV lane 
management to maximize throughput. 

• Support incentives to provide bus contra flow lanes on the San Francisco-Oakland Bay 
Bridge to/from the Transbay Terminal. 

• Support legislation to exempt public transit vehicles from state and local truck route 
ordinances. 

• Support legislation or administrative action that would direct Caltrans to permit 
permanent use of freeway shoulders by public transit buses. 

Transit Incentives 

• Support legislation to provide incentives for employees and employers to use public 
transportation to commute to work, including tax credits for purchasing transit passes. 

• Support Clean Air Initiatives that encourage increased public transit use. 

• Support incentives that would give auto insurance credits to heavy transit users. 

• Support common fare programs between Bay Area systems. 

• Support legislation to provide incentives for local governments and developers to 
incorporate transit passes into the cost of housing. 

Environment and Transit Supportive Land Use 

• Support efforts that provide a new form of tax increment financing that promotes 
economic investment through transit oriented development, and requires the approval 
of all affected taxing entities. 

• Advocate for transit-supportive legislation that addresses climate change, healthy 
communities and environments. 

Page 12 



155

• Foster transit supportive land use initiatives that require coordination with transit 
providers in the initial stages of local planning or project development that impacts 
transit, including density level decisions or transit oriented developments (TODs); and 
advocate for the required use of: 

o Transit streets agreements, and 

o Complete streets plans in which local transportation plans anticipate use of all 
modes. 

• Support legislation that requires reporting of Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) annually 
through DMV renewal. 

Policy Interests 

• Support simple majority vote for local transportation ballot tax initiatives. 

• Support legislation to allow District to ban persons for specified offenses from entering 
district property. 

• Seek revisions to the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) grandfather clause 
that supports direct representation of transit properties on local transportation policy 
boards. 

• Support legislation for STA formula reform that includes federal operating funding as 
eligible revenue. 

• Support efforts that maintain existing Workers' Compensation regulation. 
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